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MOSCOW, Jan. 18 (UPI— 
The Soviet Union told the 
United States and West Ger- 
many tonight that a German 
proposal for an Iron Curtain 
belt of atomic land mines 
“menaces millions of lives” in 
central Europe. 

Moscow Radio said the 
Kremlin sent notes to the 
U nited States and Germany 
today attacking the plan. 

The U. S. Embassy said Am- 
bassador Foy D. Kohler told 
the Russians he could not ac- 
cept the Soviet allegations 
and knew of no basis for the 
charges. He said he was re- 
porting the note to Washing- 
ton “under full reserve.” 

The note to the United 



States, Radio Moscow s, , 

claimed that the nuclear belt 
would violate 'the Potsdam 
and other four-power agree- 
ments on Germany and “em- 
phasized the danger of letting 
West Germany get nuclear 
weapons. 

In its note to Germany, (he 
Russians reportedly said the 
■atomic belt “would increase 
immeasurably the danger of 
a nuclear conflict in Europe.” 

It said the notes claimed 
that “no safety devices could 
guarantee against accidents 
such as nuclear blast that 
could spark off a devastating 
war ... A nuclear mine belt 
dividing the East and West 
would menace millions of lives 
both in West Germany and in 
neighboring countries.” 

Diplomatic sources , here 
said the notes also warned 
Bonn of “counter-measures” 
if the belt is created. 

Stephen S. RosenfelcL of 
the Washington Post Foreign 
Service reported from Mos- 
cow: 

Early last moth. West Ger- 
man Inspector General Heinz 
Trettner brought foward a 
proposal long in the planners’ 
files for a network of atomic 
mines to be enplaced as fences 


.Mines 

;ainst possible Communist 
ground attack and to be ex- 
ploded by remote control at 
American command. 

The strategic theory was 
that the mines would compen- 
sate for assumed Communist 
superiority in manpower and 
would give the defenders time 
to prepare to counterattack. 

The proposal represented 
the preference of European 
strategists to wield the threat 
of immediate use of nuclear 
weapons against an invader, 
The American stress is on use 
of conventional forces first 
The proposal elicited wide- 
spread alarm among Commu- 
nists and others in both West 
and East. American sources in 
NATO reaced by saying that 
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The proposal led U.S. De 
fense Secretary Robert S. Mc- 
Namara to reveal that atomic 
[demolition charges have ex- 
isted for five years in NATO’s 
European stockpile and that 
[the NATO supreme command- 
er has plans for their use un- 
der certain conditions. 

Since the December flare- 
up, American and West Ger- 
man sources have conveyed 
■the impression that the mine 
belt is neither an imminent 
nor an integral part of NA-ll 
TO’s defense plan. 

This has made no visible 
mark on Soviet propaganda, 
which seized at the mine pro- 
jposai to keep anti-German 
feeling high. It has spoken of 
the mines as another 'guise by 
which Bonn might gain access 
to its own nuclear arms. 

The note also amounted to 
a direct diplomatic consulta- 
tion with the United States, 
the first that the new Soviet 
leaders have joined. 



